
Infrastructure Sub-Group - 18 September 2019 

Notes  
OF A MEETING OF THE 

 

Oxfordshire Growth Board Infrastructure 

Sub-Group 
 

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 18 SEPTEMBER 2019 AT 10.00 AM 

PLOWMAN ROOM, OXFORD CITY HALL, OX1 1BX 
 

 

Present: 
 
Councillors Ian Hudspeth (Chair), Yvonne Constance, Jeff Haine, Lynn Pratt, Linda Smith 
and David Turner 
 
Officers: John Disley, James Gagg, Sue Halliwell, Kevin Jacob and Aaron Rosser.  
 
 

16 Apologies for absence and notifications of substitutions; 
declarations of interest; Chair announcements  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Amos Duveen, (Vale of White Horse 
District Council).  
 
As Councillor Hudspeth was delayed, Councillor Constance opened the meeting as Chair 
with the agreement of those present until Councillor Hudspeth arrived.   
 

17 Notes of the previous meeting  
 
Received subject to several minor typographical corrections. 
 

18 England's Economic Heartland (EEH) Outline Transport Strategy: 
Framework for Engagement  
 
The sub-group considered a report summarising the development of a Transport Strategy 
for England’s Economic Heartland. It was noted the Growth Board were due to consider 
the report at its meeting due on 24 September and in addition to being asked to comment 
on the outline strategy, would be asked to consider the principle of a joint Oxfordshire 
Authority response to the consultation on the outline strategy.  
 
As a core EEH partner, Oxfordshire County Council was due to consider its proposed 
response at its Cabinet meeting on 15 October.  
 
In discussion, there was support for the principle of a joint Oxfordshire Authority response 
and it was felt that this would add value. The response should recognise areas of 
consensus amongst the Oxfordshire authorities, but also be transparent about areas of 
difference of opinion and challenge.  
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Members noted that reference within the outline strategy to the proposed Oxford to 
Cambridge Expressway did not imply endorsement of an expressway by the EEH and that 
responding to the consultation on the outline strategy should not be viewed as a 
commitment by Oxfordshire Authorities to any proposal referenced in it including an 
expressway. In this regard, Members were cognitive that several authorities had passed 
motions in opposition to an expressway. 
 
Other points discussed included: 
 

• Smart infrastructure and principle of connectivity including digital connectivity was 
important in addition to road and rail. 

• There were several different definitions of ‘zero carbon’ within the outline strategy. 

• The growth in ‘just in time’ deliveries was acting to increase traffic, although in some 
place’s green alternatives such as bike deliveries were being developed. 

• The importance of public transport and the potential of rail should be emphasized 
within any potential Joint Oxfordshire Authorities response.   

 
The sub-group supported the recommendation that the Growth Board support the principle 
of a joint Oxfordshire Authorities response to the EEH Outline Transport Strategy 
Consultation.   
 

19 Update on Rail Connectivity study ahead of GB meeting  
 
The sub-group considered a report setting out progress with the Oxfordshire Rail Corridor 
Study which the Growth Board had part funded. The report gave details of the emerging 
conditional outputs that formed the basis of ongoing work. 
 
The emerging conclusions of the report suggested that there was a need and opportunity 
to provide additional rail capacity and connectivity for passengers and freight in order to 
support growth up to 2031. Investment would also be required sooner.  In many ways this 
echoed existing thinking and information but provided a strong evidence basis for further 
work on business cases.  The final Stage 1 report of the connectivity study was expected 
to be presented at the November Growth Board meeting and the Board asked to express 
preferences for interventions they would like to take forward for further development.  
 
Members of the sub-group welcomed the report and were particularly encouraged by the 
good progress in progressing an outline definition study on the Cowley Branch Line whilst 
noting the considerable time taken to get to this point. It was felt that potentially pump 
priming funding from within Oxfordshire could be necessary to progress the scheme, but 
that investment to the mainline to increase capacity, (also affecting other schemes) would 
also be necessary to facilitate this.    
 
The potential for new and/or improvements to existing stations to help support potential 
demand from planned housing and/or employment growth was acknowledged as set out in 
the report, whilst the relationship between some of the potential schemes and proposed 
developments in the vicinity of the stations was noted. Officers commented that in 
updating the Oxfordshire Industrial Strategy to reflect strategic issues such as climate 
change, rail projects might subsequently be re-ranked. The potential of recycling 
unallocated HIF funding to support rails schemes was also discussed.   
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Councillor Constance requested that it be noted that delivery of Wantage Grove station did 
not depend on increasing rail capacity in Oxford and should be a priority scheme now and 
could progress immediately’. 
 
The sub-group supported the recommendations set out in the report. 
 

20 Emerging digital infrastructure strategy  
 
The sub-group received an update on the emerging Oxfordshire Digital Infrastructure 
Strategy and Delivery Plan. It was noted that the strategy had been formed from the Better 
Broadband for Oxfordshire Programme in 2014. The importance of digital infrastructure as 
well as transport infrastructure would also be reflected within Oxfordshire County Council’s 
Local Transport and Connectivity Plan 5, (LTCP5) and the provision of world class digital 
infrastructure was very important in supporting the county’s economic growth both in the 
present and future.  
 
It was noted that although good progress had been made in providing broadband 
infrastructure to date there was a need and opportunity to upscale this to provide the 
capacity and speeds needed in the future through developments such as full fibre and 5G 
mobile data networks. The county had a good record in delivery of broadband projects and 
in creating the right commercial climate for investment in digital infrastructure.  Several 
schemes including provision of full fibre in Henley on Thames were in progress. The 
existence of a strategy would help in securing funding, identify and understand any 
blockages and meet the challenge of mapping digital investment to where growth was 
expected whilst ensuring existing communities could also benefit.     
 
In discussion, Members felt there was a need for continued improvement in broadband 
coverage, capacity and choice, particularly in rural areas. The sub-groups discussed the 
use of wayleaves and possible mechanisms to encourage developers to put in full fibre 
digital infrastructure in shared ducting that that could also be accessible to other utilities. It 
was felt that HM Government also had a role in encouraging this through levers such as 
building control regulations as well as local councils through their own local planning 
policies.   
 
The sub-group noted the update and supported the development of the strategy.   
 

21 Growth Deal Infrastructure Delivery update  
 
The sub-group received an overview of the Growth Deal Infrastructure workstream delivery 
and performance to the end of August 2019. It was noted that the total value of deal 
funding was £150m over five years and the expectation of HM Government was that £30m 
of infrastructure delivery would take place each year.  The spend profile has been 
achieved in Year 1, as many projects had been already been at high level of planning and 
design, but this would be more challenging in Year 2 and activity was in progress to look at 
ways in which the programme could be accelerated.  
 
The sub-group was informed that as the delivery programme matured it would be possible 
to fine tune forecast spend and have a higher level of confidence on scheme delivery and 
cost which would also assist in discussion with HM Government about the programme.  
 
In discussion, members of the sub-group commented that achievement of spend based on 
exact £30m a year segments, was in hindsight, a very difficult task to achieve given the 
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realities of capital planning. Design and investigation were front loaded in years 1-2, with 
the majority of the cost of delivery and construction being in years 3,4 and 5.  Reprofiling 
was necessary although projects were still on track to be delivered.  
 
The level of resource open to Oxfordshire County Council in respect of supporting the 
Compulsory Purse Order, (CPO) process, should it become necessary was clarified.  This 
would include a range of staff with a mix of employment tenures to deliver the necessary 
legal and technical skills. There was the possibility that some of the funding of this would 
be delivered by developers or the work undertaken by developers inhouse.  
 
The sub-group noted the update. 
 

22 HIF Update  
 
The sub-group was provided with an update on bids to HM Government’s Housing from 
Infrastructure Fund, (HIF).  
 
A40 Smart Corridor 
The bid had completed the moderation stage and is now subject to HM Government’s own 
processes.  It is unclear whether there might be an announcement in the Autumn 
Statement. 
 
Didcot Garden Town 
Work with Homes England was progressing on pre and post contract conditions and it was 
expected that these would be considered by Oxfordshire County Council at its Cabinet 
meeting of 15 October. 
 

23 Any other urgent business  
 
None 
 

24 Date of next meeting  
 
The date of the next meeting as Wednesday 6 November 2019 was noted. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 11.45 am 
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